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Summary 

 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Turley Associates to undertake a 
programme of Historic Building Recording of the former Temperance Hall, Hall 
Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton (hereafter ‘the Site’, NGR 394371 300023).  
The Site lies within a plot of land between Hall Street and Well Street to the south of 
Wednesfield High Street and the Wyrley and Essington Canal. The Site is currently 
occupied by Hill Brothers Building Supplies. Planning permission has been granted 
for the extension of the adjacent Sainsbury’s supermarket, which will necessitate 
demolition of the Hall 

The building on the Site is a brick built single storey rectangular structure built in the 
mid-19th century, apparently as a Temperance Hall. A substantial extension was 
made around the turn of the 20th century when the building was converted to a music 
hall. Few changes were then made until its integration into Brookhouse Garage as a 
greasing bay and body shop, when it is believed the interior of the building was 
probably stripped. By time of survey there was very little evidence internally for the 
buildings 19th and early 20th century occupation, although a number of original 
windows, original roof trusses and ventilation duct did survive. No evidence for the 
original floor or wall fittings were observed, likely having been stripped and their 
former presence obscured by a long period of use as a garage and building supplies 
warehouse. 

The rebuilding of the eastern elevation and the numerous alterations to its northern 
elevation severely detracts from the visual legibility of the buildings original 
appearance. Despite this, the Hall retained a good degree of evidence for its long 
and varied occupation, as well as aesthetic value as a piece of late 19th-century 
modest public architecture. 

The physical Site archive is currently stored at Wessex Archaeology’s Sheffield 
offices and will be deposited in due course with Wolverhampton Archives, under an 
accession number to be confirmed.  
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FORMER TEMPERANCE HALL, HALL STREET,  
WEDNESFIELD, WOLVERHAMPTON 

 
Historic Building Recording 

 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Turley Associates on behalf of 
their client EC Harris (hereafter ‘the Client’) to undertake a programme of 
Historic Building Recording of the former Temperance Hall, Hall Street, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton (hereafter ‘the Site’). The Site is situated at 
National Grid Reference 394371 300023 (centred). 

1.1.2 Planning permission has been granted for the extension of the adjacent 
Sainsbury’s supermarket, which will necessitate demolition of the Hall, 
subject to the following planning condition (planning application reference: 
11/00061/FUL): 

“Prior to the commencement of development, details of a programme of 
building recording (photographic and written, internal and external) for the 
former Temperance Hall shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 
local planning authority. A programme of building recording shall be carried 
out in accordance with the approved details and a copy of the record shall 
be submitted to and approved by the local planning authority prior to the 
demolition of the building” 

1.1.3 The methodology and scope of the programme of work was agreed with the 
City Archaeologist at Wolverhampton City Council and undertaken in 
accordance with current government planning guidance (DCLG 2010) and 
industry best practice. 

1.2 The Site, location and geology 

1.2.1 The Site (Figure 1) lies within a plot of land between on Hall Street and Well 
Street to the south of Wednesfield High Street and the Wyrley and Essington 
Canal. The Site is currently occupied by Hill Brothers Building Supplies.  

1.2.2 Wednesfield is situated in an area of intrusive igneous bedrock (BGS Sheet 
E167) of the Midlands Plateau, a distinctive incised plateau of predominantly 
sedimentary rock, at around 142m above Ordnance Datum. 

 

2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Aims and objectives 

2.1.1 The aims of the historic building recording were: 

• to identify and objectively record by means of photographs, measured 
survey and annotated sketches any significant evidence for the 
original and subsequent historical form and function of the buildings; 
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• to undertake a basic level of research on the background of the 
building; 

• to analyse and interpret the building in order to enhance 
understanding of the development of the Site.  
 

2.1.2 The objective of the building recording is to make a permanent, ordered and 
cross referenced project archive of the Site for the deposition with 
Wolverhampton Archives Service. 

2.2 Documentary research 

2.2.1 A number of publicly accessible sources of primary and synthesised 
information were also consulted. A list of relevant published and unpublished 
sources used in the assessment can be found in the References section. 

2.2.2 Key data sources include: 

• The Wolverhampton Historic Environment Record entry for the Site; 

• Wolverhampton Archives for relevant primary and secondary sources, 
historic manuscripts, Ordnance Survey maps, and historic 
photographs; and 

• National heritage datasets including The National Heritage List for 
England, Images of England, PastScape, Viewfinder, NMR Excavation 
Index, and Parks and Gardens UK. 

 
2.3 Building Recording 

2.3.1 The building survey was carried out on the 7th of September 2011 in 
accordance with English Heritage guidelines for a level 2/3 record, 
comprising: 

• a sketch plan of the building and sketch elevations of each side with 
dimensions and annotations; 

• a measured transverse section through the centre of the building at a 
scale of 1:50; and 

• a monochrome 35mm photographic archive record with accompanying 
location plan and registers to complement an existing digital 
photographic survey produced by Turley Associates. 
 

2.4 Best Practice  

2.4.1 The programme of recording was undertaken in accordance with the 
Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards and guidance for the archaeological 
investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (2008) and 
English Heritage Understanding Historic Buildings - A guide to good 
recording practice (2008). 

 

3 HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The following historical summary is intended to provide a basic context for 
the interpretation of the building on the Site and comprises the results of a 
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study of trade directories, historic map regression and a synthesis of existing 
research.  

3.2 Late Post-Medieval and Early Modern Wednesfield 

3.2.1 When surveyed in 1775 for Yates’ map of the Staffordshire the village of 
Wednesfield appears still in its earlier medieval form with buildings laid out 
along one principle street (comprising High Street and Rookery Street) and 
occasional outlying buildings including one at the end of Well Lane. The 
completion of the Wyrley and Essington Canal in 1797, which cut a course 
across the northern side of the village sparked industrial growth in 
Wednesfield which grew quickly to specialise in the production of locks and 
traps. Despite this growth the settlement depicted on the town and tithing 
plan of 1842 (Figure 2a) shows Wednesfield to be little bigger than the 
village of 1775, with urban development yet to encompass the Site.  

3.2.2 The real impetus for growth appears to have come in the early 19th century 
when the townships population quadrupled from 1,088 in 1801 to 4,853 in 
1851 (Cooper 1983, 8). This growth was most likely actually one mile 
southwest of Wednesfield at Heath Town (previously known as Wednesfield 
Heath), where in 1837 a station was created on the Grand Junction Railway. 
Wednesfield would eventually get its own station to the south of the Site on 
the Wolverhampton to Walsall Railway, but this was not until sometime later 
in 1872. 

3.3 The Construction of the Hall 

3.3.1 By the production of the first edition Ordnance Survey (OS) in 1887 (Figure 
2b) Wednesfield had expanded on the northern side of the canal, with the 
population recorded in 1881 to be 10,801 inhabitants. Although development 
south of Rookery Street was somewhat less extensive, Hall Street had been 
laid out and a rectangular building built on the Site, named as ‘Temperance 
Hall’. 

3.3.2 The temperance cause, which promoted total abstinence from alcohol, 
originated in the first half of the 19th century with the Wolverhampton 
Temperance Society founded in 1852 (Walters 2011, 7). Fellows (2009, 91) 
suggests that the Temperance Hall constructed within the Site by 1887 was 
in fact built for the Salvation Army (Fellows 2009, 91). The Salvation Army’s 
main converts were often the alcoholics, drug addicts and other people seen 
as undesirable by Victorian society, which may account for the location of 
the Hall on the outskirts of the village. The function of the temperance halls 
themselves were to provide a space where large social gatherings could be 
held and activities provided such as schooling, libraries, and music. In this 
way the temperance movement hoped to establish an alternative world of 
recreation to that of the pubs with attractions designed to stimulate and 
restore the mind rather than debilitate the body (Gohlich 1985, 40).  

3.3.3 Although records have been identified indicating that the Hall in Wednesfield 
was put to similar uses, the provision of school classes in it by Emma 
Wootton in 1864 (Rees 1992. 59) would appear to conflict with the 
suggestion that it was built by the Salvation Army, which was not founded 
until 1865 and is not thought to have been active in the Wolverhampton area 
until 1878 (www.wolverhamptonhistory.org.uk). Whilst it is possible that the 
Hall was built by a temperance group that later joined the Salvation Army, 
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the discrepancies within the present popular history of the building highlight 
a need for further research before its origins can be stated with certainty. For 
example, a further theory that the hall was built as a Methodist Chapel 
(Sharman) might stem from the Methodists’ strong early involvement with 
the temperance movement: the design of the hall is architecturally very 
similar to a Methodist Chapel in Bilston (Wolverhampton Archives 
photographic archive box M6). 

3.4 The Later Uses of the Hall 

3.4.1 The use of the Hall as a centre for entertainment appears to have outlasted 
its associations with temperance, with the 1919 OS map (Figure 2d) naming 
the building as Tivoli Music Hall. The name Tivoli, borrowed from a town in 
Italy famous for its gardens, is quite commonly applied to music and drama 
venues throughout Britain. Local histories recount that the Hall was 
nicknamed ‘The Old Smack’ and had also been used as a cinema (Fellows 
2004, 91).  

3.4.2 In its early years there appear to have been several significant changes 
made to the building. Initially by 1902 (Figure 2c) these comprised of a 
porch on the west elevation of the Hall and a small lean-to on the east 
elevation. Subsequently, between 1902 and 1919 the building was extended 
towards the east by an additional half of its original length, incorporating a 
new larger lean-to.  

3.4.3 Due to the relatively small size of Wednesfield during the 19th and 20th 
centuries, historic trade directories tended not to list every street and it is 
therefore not possible to track the changes in use of the building through 
these. What is known is that by the mid-20th century the building had been 
converted for use by Brookhouse garage as a bodyshop and greasing bay, 
with a large garage built alongside the northern elevation of the hall 
appearing on the 1972 OS (not reproduced here). By the 1970s the land 
south of the Site had been cleared of terraced houses and from the 1990s 
was incorporated into Hill Brothers Building Supplies. In 2008 the park and 
library to the north of the Site were redeveloped and the garage demolished 
to allow Hall Street to be rerouted along the northern boundary of the Site. 
The Hall was acquired by Hill Brothers and converted to a warehouse, with 
the western end partitioned off as a cybercafé for a few years. 

3.5 Historic Images 

3.5.1 A picture surviving from the 1960s (Figure 3) shows the western elevation of 
the hall with a large inserted vehicular entrance to allow cars into the 
building and a circular opening above, presumably to ventilate the building 
when spraying paint. Although the elevation has been rendered, likely to 
hide the altered brickwork associated with the insertions, the original form of 
the elevation can nevertheless be gathered. The high level semi-circular 
windows within either side of the elevation are likely the heads of blocked 
windows similar to those within the north and south elevations. In between 
them a pitched roof scar is visible, most likely for the porch shown on the 
1902 OS map, over a rectangular plaque that may have been a date stone. 
The narrow opening in the apex of the gable corresponds to an air duct 
within the interior of the building and would have facilitated natural 
ventilation. 
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4 HISTORIC BUILDING DESCRIPTION 

4.1 Exterior 

4.1.1 The exterior of the main building (Figures 4-5) was in design largely of a 
mid-19th century urban vernacular, though enhanced with occasional stylistic 
elements. The design has close comparisons amongst nonconformist 
chapels and halls of the same period which were becoming increasingly 
ornate towards the end of the 19th century (Brunskill 2000, 194). The 
building was divided into six bays by internal piers, for the purpose of this 
report these are numbered 1-6 from west to east. The western four bays 
comprised the original mid-19th century hall and the eastern two bays the 
early 20th century extension. The roof over the hall was pitched and clad in 
modern concrete roof tiles, pierced at regular intervals with small inserted 
domed plastic skylights. 

4.1.2 The west gable (Figure 5; Plate 1) was the principal entrance into the 
building, although at time of survey nothing remained of the original 
elevation depicted on the 1960s image (see section 3.5; Figure 3). The 
surveyed elevation dated to the late 20th century and was built of modern 
common brick in English garden wall bond, incorporating a single large 
vehicular entrance with a concrete lintel and roller shutter.  

4.1.3 Bays 1-4 of the long elevations (Figure 5; Plates 2-3) represent the original 
phase of the building and were built of common brick laid largely in a running 
stretcher bond with a course of Flemish bond every four courses. 
Incorporated within them are three course deep decorative bands of blue 
engineer’s bricks, laid intermittently as a continuation of the bonding pattern 
of the rest of the walls and occasionally in a racking stretcher bond. 
Strangely, the top most decorative band in the northern elevation was only a 
single course deep. The eastern two bays of the building were constructed 
of a lighter coloured common brick and keyed into the earlier fabric with care 
evidently taken to match the bonding, but not the decorative bands.  

4.1.4 Within the northern elevation (Plate 2) there was a single round headed 
window blocked in blue engineering bricks in Bay 3, and a carefully blocked 
vehicular entrance in Bay 4. Within the later extension was a remnant brick 
arch for a window in Bay 5 that had been replaced with a pair of windows 
with shallow segmental brick arched lintels, repeated again in Bay 6. The 
western window of Bay 5 also appears to have at one point been a door. All 
four inserted windows were blocked.    

4.1.5 Within Bays 1-3 of the southern elevation (Plate 3) there were brick arched 
windows with projecting stone sills and cast iron frames divided into small 
panes with a fan head (Plate 4). In Bay 4 there was a large inserted 
vehicular entrance with a double RSJ lintel and roller shutter door. In Bay 5 
there was a blocked arched window of identical dimensions to those in Bays 
1-3. 

4.1.6 The eastern gable of the building (Figure 5; Plate 5) was built of an identical 
brick to that used in Bays 5-6 of the southern and northern elevations and 
laid in a stretcher bond with a course of Flemish bond every four courses. 
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Incorporated into the gable was a contemporary single storey lean-to that 
was slightly less wide then the hall and had a concrete tiled roof. A small 
blocked window was evident in the southern side of its east elevation. 
Situated in the upper half of the gable wall were two blocked windows with 
shallow segmental brick arches, the northern one of which was partially 
obscured by a chimney rising from the lean-to. Above the windows towards 
the apex of the gable was a small blocked square opening that had likely 
formerly served as a vent. 

4.2 Interior 

4.2.1 Internally the building had largely comprised a single space (Figure 4; Plate 
6) open to the rafters and divided into 6 bays by small brick piers within the 
north and south walls that supported timber king-post trusses with tensioned 
iron rod lower cords (Figure 6; Plate 7 and 10). The iron rods were fixed to 
the walls with external tie plates between Bays 1-4. The fifth truss, whilst of 
identical construction, did not possess a tie plate. Beneath the ridge of the 
roof was a lath and plaster duct that ran the full length of the roof, pierced at 
intervals with ornate circular cast iron vents (Plate 8). The floor throughout 
the building was concrete with a filled in vehicle inspection pit evident.  

4.2.2 Several structures had been inserted within the space in order to adapt it for 
its later uses. These comprised two studwork offices in the southeast corner 
(Plate 9), a studwork wall incorporating a large window and pedestrian door 
behind the vehicular entrance in the west elevation, and an inserted 
mezzanine floor in Bays 3-5 (Plate 10) with the principal floor joists tied to 
the external walls.  

4.2.3 The eastern lean-to was primarily divided into two rooms accessed via two 
modern brick steps through the eastern gable wall of the hall. The northern 
room of the hall was fitted as a canteen with a brick flue in the southeast 
corner (Plate 11), whilst the southern room was divided between a small 
partitioned WC and a cloak room (Plate 12). 

 

5 DISCUSSION 

5.1 Summary of Primary Phases 

Phase 1: 1842-1887 

5.1.1 Although the exact date of construction is not known, the Hall is believed to 
have been in the 1860s. If Hall Street was named after the Temperance 
Hall, as is popularly believed, then the absence of the street from Jones’ 
Mercantile Directory of 1865 could indicate a construction date after 1865. 

5.1.2 There was very little evidence for the original layout of the building, however 
it is likely it was a single open space, possibly intended to be multi-functional 
for lectures, classes, and events. 

Phase 2: 1888-1919 

5.1.3 This phase saw the extension of the Hall by two bays between 1888 and 
1907, and its subsequent use as the Tivoli Music Hall. The extension 
required the demolition of the east elevation of the original building, but care 
was taken to match the brickwork, window design and internal proportions. It 
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also appears the additional truss required for the extension was matched to 
the existing, rather than all of the trusses having been replaced during this 
phase. 

5.1.4 Whilst there was very little remaining to indicate the internal layout during 
this phase, the absence of windows in Bay 6 of the building and the raised 
floor level of the doorways into the lean-to could indicate that there was a 
stage situated at the eastern end of the Hall. 

Phase 3: 1920-1955 

5.1.5 This phase represents the possible later use of the Hall as an entertainment 
venue, albeit that it is no longer named the Tivoli on Ordnance Survey maps 
and is not recorded in trade directories. It is likely that the shallow 
segmented brick arched windows in the north elevation where inserted 
during this period. 

Phase 4: 1955-2008 

5.1.6 Between 1955 and 1972 a large square building was built abutting the 
northern elevation of the building for Brookhouse Garage (later Hall Street 
Garage). The Hall was integrated into the garage with blockings for a 
vehicular entrance and pedestrian door visible in the northern elevation. 
Historic photographs show the first phase eastern elevation still survived in 
the 1960s, but this was rebuilt prior to the closure of the garage in 2008. 

5.1.7 The interior of the building was likely stripped in this phase and the concrete 
floor with inspection pit will also have related to its use as a garage. In 
addition the principal floor joists of the mezzanine floor predate the present 
floor on them and may have originally been inserted during this phase. 

Phase 5: 2009-Present 

5.1.8 Following the demolition of the garage in 2008 for the rerouting of Hall Street 
the northern elevation of the Hall was restored, removing evidence of 
alterations made during its incorporation with the garage. The building 
appears then to have been acquired by Hill Brothers Building Supplies, 
whilst for a short period the western end of the building was occupied by a 
cybercafé. 

5.2 Conclusions  

5.2.1 Of the original building’s exterior walls only the north and south elevations 
survive, with almost the whole of the original fenestration apparently 
concentrated on the southern elevation. Whilst the absence of any evidence 
makes the interpretation of this difficult, it certainly appears to have been an 
odd design choice as examination of historical maps indicates the northern 
wall overlooked a vacant plot of land and would have allowed for a good 
level of natural light. In comparison, the southern windows could not have 
received much light with the adjacent terrace and outhouses situated within 
very close proximity to that elevation. This arrangement could indicate two 
things: that the building was built prior to the southern row of terraces, when 
it would have looked over fields; and that it could reflect the inclusion in the 
original design of furnishings such as shelves or panelling on the internal 
northern wall, such that windows could not be positioned along it. 
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5.2.2 When converted to a music hall the original open plan design of the Hall 
would have likely been retained, whilst the eastern extension appears to 
have added room for a stage area as well as facilities within the lean-to. The 
use of the Hall after this, prior to becoming part of Brookhouse Garage is 
unclear from available documents, and did not leave much interpretable 
evidence within the fabric of the building.  

5.2.3 At time of survey there was very little evidence internally for its 19th and early 
20th century use as a hall, although a number of original windows, original 
roof trusses and ventilation duct did survive. No evidence for the original 
floor or wall fittings was observed, these likely having been stripped and 
their former presence obscured by a long period of use as a garage and 
building supplies warehouse. 

5.2.4 The rebuilding of the eastern elevation and the numerous alterations to its 
northern elevation severely detracts from the visual legibility of the buildings 
original appearance. Despite this, the Hall retained a good degree of 
evidence for its long and varied occupation, as well as aesthetic value as a 
piece of late 19th-century modest public architecture. 

 

6 ARCHIVE 

6.1 Preparation 

6.1.1 The project archive, consisting of all primary written documents, plans, 
sections, photographs, and electronic data, will be prepared by Wessex 
Archaeology in accordance with the requirements of the repository museum 
and in line with guidelines published by the United Kingdom Institute for 
Conservation (1990), Museums and Galleries Commission (1992), and 
English Heritage (1991). 

6.2 Deposition 

6.2.1 The physical Site archive is currently stored at Wessex Archaeology’s 
Sheffield offices and will be deposited in due course with Wolverhampton 
Archives, under an accession number to be confirmed.  

6.2.2 Upon completion of the project, and with the approval of the Client, copies 
will be submitted with the Site archive, to the Historic Environment Record 
(HER), and included in PDF format with an OASIS form that will be 
completed at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ for inclusion in the ADS 
database. 
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8 APPENDIX 1: PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

 

Film 1 
Film type: 35mm mono 

Fram
e 

Description Scale 
View 
From 

Date 

1 I.D. Shot - - 07.09.11 

2 View of the interior of the former Temperance Hall 2m E 07.09.11 

3 View of the interior of the former Temperance Hall 2m E 07.09.11 

4 View of the interior of the former Temperance Hall 2m W 07.09.11 

5 View of the interior of the former Temperance Hall 2m W 07.09.11 

6 General view of modern office partition 2m N 07.09.11 

7 General view of modern office partition 2m N 07.09.11 

8 General shot of truss 0.5m SW 07.09.11 

9 General shot of truss 0.5m SW 07.09.11 

10 Detail of king post junction of truss 0.5m W 07.09.11 

11 Detail of king post junction of truss 0.5m W 07.09.11 

12 Detail of cast iron perforated vent in ridge air duct - Below 07.09.11 

13 Detail of cast iron perforated vent in ridge air duct - Below 07.09.11 

14 General view of toilet and cloak room in lean-to 2m SW 07.09.11 

15 General view of toilet and cloak room in lean-to 2m SW 07.09.11 

16 General view of canteen in lean-to 2m SW 07.09.11 

17 General view of canteen in lean-to 2m SW 07.09.11 

18 General view of south elevation 2m S 07.09.11 

19 General view of south elevation 2m S 07.09.11 

20 Detail of window in south elevation 2m S 07.09.11 

21 Detail of window in south elevation 2m S 07.09.11 

22 General view of north elevation 2m N 07.09.11 

23 General view of north elevation 2m N 07.09.11 

24 General oblique view of east and north elevations 2m NE 07.09.11 

25 General oblique view of east and north elevations 2m NE 07.09.11 

26 General view of west elevation 2m W 07.09.11 

27 General view of west elevation 2m W 07.09.11 

28 General view of mezzanine floor 2m NW 07.09.11 

29 General view of mezzanine floor 2m NW 07.09.11 

Frames 30-36 not taken 
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Plate 1: General view of west facing elevation

Plate 2: General view of north facing elevation
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Plate 3: General view of south facing elevation

Plate 4: Detail of window in south facing elevation
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Plate 5: General view of east facing elevation

Plate 6: General view of interior
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Plate 7: Detail of truss

Plate 8: Detail of ornate perforated cast iron roof vent
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Plate 9: General view of inserted partitions in west end of the hall

Plate 10: General view of mezzanine floor
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Plate 11: General view of canteen in lean-to to east end of the hall

Plate 12: General view of cloakroom and WC in lean-to at west end of the hall
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