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Summary

During June 2012, Benchmark Archaeology undertook a programme
of Archaeological Building Investigation and Recording (ABIR) and
Archaeological Watching Brief (AWB) at Nos. 35-37 Church Street,
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ
94437 00241). The work was commission and funded by T&D Group.

Lloyds TSB has received planning permission for the construction of a
new wall and railings with guard rails to roof (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL) on the site. A condition attached to planning
permission required that a programme of archaeological work
comprising ABIR and AWB be undertaken prior to / during

development.

The work was carried out in accordanace with the document entitled
‘Planning Application No: 12/0053/FUL: 35-7 Church Street,
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton: Brief for Archaeological Recording and

Watching Brief’ issued by Wolverhampton City Council (Shaw 2012).

The programme of ABIR and AWB was successful in its aim of
providing a written, drawn and photographic record of the structures /
deposits encountered ahead of / during development. The section of
boundary wall recorded is likely to be of late 19" Century date with a
partial rebuild of c. late 19" / early 20" Century date. Foundation
trenching for the replacement wall did not reveal any features or

deposits of archaeological significance and no finds were recovered.

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:

12/00353/FUL)
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INTRODUCTION

Project Background

During June 2012, Benchmark Archaeology (BA) undertook a
programme of Archaeological Building Recording (ABIR) and
Watching Brief (AWB) at Nos. 35-37 Church Street, Wednesfield,
Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437 00241,
Figures 1 - 3). The work was commission and funded by T&D Group.

Lloyds TSB has received planning permission for the construction of a
new wall and railings with guard rails to roof (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL) on the site. A condition attached to planning
permission required that a programme of archaeological work
comprising ABIR and AWB be undertaken prior to / during
development.

The work was carried out in accordance with the document entitled
‘Planning Application No: 12/0053/FUL: 35-7 Church Street,
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton: Brief for Archaeological Recording and
Watching Brief’ issued by Wolverhampton City Council (Shaw 2012).

Benchmark Archaeoloqgy

BA is an independent archaeological organisation founded in April
2004 providing a wide range of archaeological services carried out to
the highest professional standards. They carry out watching briefs,
evaluations, excavations, surveys, desk-based assessments, historic
building recording and church archaeology, in addition to other
specialist and logistical services. BA is committed to ensuring that the
client receives a cost-effective service, whilst itself maintaining the
highest professional standards, and enhancing the archaeological
record. All projects are carried out in accordance with NPPF, the
guidance of the Treasure Act (1996), and the guidelines and
recommendations issued by the Institute for Archaeologists and
English Heritage.

Richard Cherrington is Principal Archaeologist at BA. He has several
years experience as a supervising commercial archaeologist working
for university and local authority archaeological units in the UK and
overseas. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Ancient History &
Archaeology, a PG Cert in Environmental Management, and a PG
Diploma in Practical Archaeology. Richard is an Associate level
member of the Institute for Archaeologists (AIfA), a Fellow of The
Royal Geographical Society (FRGS), and a member of the Council for
British Archaeology (CBA), Vernacular Architecture Group (VAG), and
the British Brick Society (BBS).

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:

12/00353/FUL)
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2.0 SITE LOCATION, DESCRIPTION AND GEOLOGY (Figures 1 — 3)
2.1 Location
2.1.1 The site is located on land at Nos. 35-37 Church Street, Wednesfield,

Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437 00241,
Figures 1 - 3). Wednesfield is a town within the city of Wolverhampton,
West Midlands lying c. 3.2 km east-northeast of Wolverhampton city

centre.
2.2 Description
221 The site is bounded by brick walling and the Wryley and Essington

canal (north), a further brick wall (east), Church Street (south), and
neighbouring properties (west). At the time of the fieldwork the site
was under hardstanding cover. The site lies at a height of c. 145m

AOD.
2.3 Geology
231 The underlying geology of the site is mapped as deposits of

Westphalian — Microgabbro Igneous Bedrock overlain by Devensian —
Diamicton Till (www.bgs.ac.uk). Although no site specific geo-technical
data was available prior to the fieldwork, modern made-ground
deposits were anticipated across the site.

3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL / HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (with Shaw
2012)
3.1 Historic mapping indicates that the line of the eastern boundary goes

back to at least the 19" Century although the boundary may fossilise
the line of a former burgage plot of Medieval date forming part of the
Medieval settlement of Wednesfield.

3.2 Ordnance Survey mapping of 1887 — 1889 depicts the site as
occupied by a collection of structures. A short boundary, almost
certainly a wall, is depicted along the line of the early wall to be
recorded. By 1902 mapping shows that wall has been extended
towards the Church Street frontage. Subsequent 20" Century mapping
shows no significant changes.

4.0 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY
4.1 Introduction
41.1 The scope of the work was to undertake a programme of

Archaeological Building Investigation and Recording (ABIR) and
Archaeological Watching Brief (AWB).

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)
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4.1.2 The ABIR comprised the production of a photographic (35mm and
digital), drawn and written record of the early section of walling prior to
its demolition. This was undertaken on 15.06.2012 with one
archaeologist present on site.

4.1.3 The AWB comprised the monitoring of foundation trenching for the
new wall. This was undertaken on 20.06.2012 with one archaeologist
present on site.

4.2 Archaeological Building Investigation and Recording

4.2.1 The Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) defines archaeological building
investigation and recording (ABIR) as: ‘A programme of work intended
to establish the character, history, dating, form and archaeological
development of a specified building, structure, or complex and its
setting, including buried components, on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater’ (IfA 1996, Rev. 2008).

4.2.2 The purpose of ABIR, as described by the IfA, is to: ‘examine a
specified building, structure or complex, and its setting’. This is in
order to inform (ibid):

« the formulation of a strategy for the conservation, alteration, demolition, repair or
management of a building, or structure, or complex and its setting, or

« to seek a better understanding, compile a lasting record, analyse the findings/record,
and then disseminate the results.

4.2.3 To achieve the ABIR objective a programme of ABIR (corresponding
with an EH Level 1 - 2 record) was undertaken in accordance with the
English Heritage document ‘Understanding Historic Buildings: a guide
to good recording practice’ (2006), IfA ‘Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or
Structures’ (2006), and the guidance issued by the Association of
Local Government Archaeological Officers (Analysis and Recording
for the Conservation and Control of Works to Historic Buildings,
ALGAO 1997). This comprised a written, drawn and photographic
survey of the wall using existing architects plans and elevations
supplemented by written notes. The photographic survey was carried
out using 35mm SLR cameras loaded with monochrome and colour
slide film supplemented by digital images.

4.3 Archaeological Watching Brief

431 The Institute for Archaeologists (IfA) defines an archaeological
watching brief (AWB) as: ‘A formal programme of observation and
investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-
archaeological reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on
land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, where there is a possibility that
archaeological deposits may be disturbed or destroyed. The

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)



T&DY

4.3.2

4.3.3

4.2.4

4.2.5

programme will result in the preparation of a report and ordered
archive’ (IfA 1994, Rev. 2008).

The purpose of an AWB, as described by the IfA, is to (ibid):

¢ Allow, within the resources available, the preservation by record of
archaeological deposits, the presence and nature of which could not be
established (or established with sufficient accuracy) in advance of
development or other potentially disruptive works

* Provide an opportunity, if needed, for the watching archaeologist to signal to
all interested parties, before the destruction of the material in question, that
an archaeological find has been made for which the resources allocated to
the watching brief itself are not sufficient to support treatment to a satisfactory
and proper standard

An AWB is not intended to reduce the requirement for excavation or
preservation of known or inferred deposits, and it is intended to guide,
not replace, any requirement for contingent excavation or preservation
of possible deposits. The objective of a watching brief is to establish
and make available information about the archaeological resource
existing on a site (ibid).

The objective of the work was to obtain a record of significant
archaeological features, deposits and artefacts and to record their
levels, extent, date and character.

To achieve this objective an AWB was maintained by a suitably
gualified archaeologist during groundworks. The following
methodology was adopted during the watching brief:

Excavation

§ Mechanical excavators will be fitted with a (or range of) toothless bucket (s),
(preferably a wide toothless bucket for area stripping work, or smaller
toothless buckets for trenching).

§ Mechanical excavations will take place to the depth of the groundwork
contractors design plan (unless archaeological deposits are encountered).

§ If archaeological deposits are encountered further excavations will be carried
out manually.

§ All site staff will wear relevant Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

Recording

§ Plans will be drawn at scale 1:50 and 1:20 as appropriate and located on an
overall site plan. Sections will be drawn at a scale 1:20 or 1:10 as
appropriate.

§ A context record will be maintained on pro-forma record cards. Each context
will be allocated a unique number and will be subject to a written description.

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
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§ An index of all features, contexts, levels, photographs, plans, sections,
samples and finds will be maintained.

§ Photography will be carried out using 35mm SLR cameras, supplemented by
digital images. Archaeological deposits and features will be photographed on
both colour slide and monochrome (Silver Halide) film.

§ All finds will be exposed, lifted, cleaned, conserved, marked, bagged and
boxed in accordance with the guidelines of the United Kingdom Institute for
Conservation (UKIC)

General

§ If any human remains are encountered, they will initially be left in situ.
Ministry of Justice and environmental health regulations, and relevant health
and safety legislation will be followed if it is necessary to excavate and
remove any human remains. This will be carried out in compliance with the
Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 1981.

8 If appropriate, environmental samples will be taken from features to enable
their date, nature, extant and condition to be described and analysed.
Environmental sampling guidelines provided by English Heritage will be
adhered to.

8  All archaeological work will follow SCAUM guidelines and relevant Health
and Safety legislation.

§  Alwork will be guide out in line with IfA standards and guidance

5.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS
5.1 Building Recording (Plates 1 — 3, Figure 4)
5.1.1 The recorded section of wall measured c. 7.30m in length, up to c.

2.20m in height, and c. 0.23m in width and is abutted by modern
walling to the north and south. The wall was of solid pier-and-panel
construction (no cavity) and was largely executed in common red-
bricks measuring c. 23cm x 1lcm x 7%cm in Flemish Garden Wall
bond where apparent.

5.1.2 The wall appeared to have been rebuilt or heightened at some point.
Up to a height of c. 1.10m wall fabric comprised a mixture of different
brick sizes and fabrics laid with white lime mortar. The lower courses
also included some blue bricks. The bricks were in differing stages of
wear with frequent spalled examples present.

5.1.3 Beyond a height of ¢. 1.10m the brickwork is less mixed and is largely
executed in common red-bricks bonded, or at least pointed, with buff-
coloured cement mortar. The top of the wall was coped with blue
bricks laid ‘on-bed’.

5.14 Flat brick pilasters were present on both elevations of the wall and
appeared, like the main fabric of the wall, to have been built in two
phases. The pilaster on the northwest elevation was slightly higher

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)
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than that on the southwest. Like the wall, the pilasters were built in
two phases.

Plate 1: Boundary Wall Looking North (after Exley-Green)

Plate 2: Boundary Wall Looking Southwest (2.0m scale)

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437 7
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)



Plate 3: Boundary Wall Looking Northwest (2.0m scale)

5.2 Watching Brief (Plates 4 — 9, Figures 5 and 6, Tables 1 - 4)
5.2.1 The monitored foundation trench measured c. 27.10m in length, c.

0.30m in width and between c. 1.0m - 1.20m in depth. The trench was
cut along the line of the demolished c. 19" and 20" Century walls.

5.2.2 Undisturbed natural deposits were not encountered during foundation
trenching. Excavations ceased within made-ground deposits along the
length of the trench.

5.2.3 The recorded stratigraphy above the base of the trench largely
comprised c. 1.0m of sandy silty loam made-ground deposits
containing frequent ceramic buildings material (CBM) and other
demolition debris, with occasional lenses of ash, cinder and sand.
These deposits were sealed by modern asphalt surface and hardcore
sub-base layers measuring c. 0.20m in depth.

5.2.4 Indicative samples of the observed stratigraphy are depicted in
Figures 5 and 6. This stratigraphy may not, however, be typical of the
site as a whole due to the trench being cut through ground previously
truncated by the demolished wall.

5.25 No features or deposits of archaeological significance and no finds
were recovered.

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)
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Plate 5: Foundation Trench Looking South (2.0m scale)

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)



Plate 6: Foundation Trench Sample Section 1 (1.0m scale)

Deposit/ Deposit/feature description Depth of deposit Deposit/
feature feature
number type
100 Mixed dark-brown sandy loam and | Uptoc. 0.36m Modern
clay surface
101 Dark-brown sandy loam c.0.70m Layer
102 East-west aligned red brick wall c. 0.60m high, c. 0.28m | Modern
width structure
103 Dark-brown sandy silt and loam c. 040m Layer

Table 1: Sample Section 1 Summary of Deposits

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:

12/00353/FUL)
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Plate 7: Foundation Trench Sample Section 2 (1.0m scale)

Deposit/ Deposit/feature description Depth of deposit Deposit/
feature feature
number type
200 Modern asphalt c.0.10m Modern
surface
201 Brick and hardcore Uptoc. 0.70m Modern
sub-base
202 Dark grey loam Up to 0.90m Layer
203 Brown-grey loam c.0.15m Layer
204 Black ash and cinders c. 0.30m Lens
205 Orange sand c. 0.40m Lens
206 Mixed dark grey / brown silty loam Uptoc. 1.30m Layer

Table 2: Sample Section 2 Summary of Deposits

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437 11
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)
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Plate 8: Foundation Trench Sample Section 3 (1.0m scale)

Deposit/ Deposit/feature description Depth of deposit Deposit/
feature feature
number type
300 Modern asphalt c.0.10m Modern
surface
301 Brick and hardcore c. 0.20m Modern
sub-base
302 Dark-grey / brown silt with mortar | c. 0.80m Layer
flecks, CBM and pebbles
303 Black cinder-rich loam c. 0.65m Layer
304 Mixed brown clay and sand with CBM c.0.10m Layer

Table 3: Sample Section 3 Summary of Deposits

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:

12/00353/FUL)
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Plate 9: Foundation Trench Sample Section 4 (1.0m scale)

Deposit/ Deposit/feature description Depth of deposit Deposit/
feature feature
number type
400 Modern asphalt c. 0.20m Modern
surface
401 Hardcore c. 0.20m Modern
sub-base
402 Orange sand and brick fragments Uptoc. 0.70m Layer
403 Black / grey cinders and silt Up to ¢.1.50m Layer
404 Rubble lens c.0.10m Lens
405 Dark-brown sandy silt and cinders Uptoc. 0.75m Layer

Table 4: Sample Section 4 Summary of Deposits

Nos. 35 - 37 Church Street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, West Midlands, WV11 1SS (NGR: SJ 94437 13
00241): A Programme of Archaeological Building Recording and Watching Brief 2012 (Planning Ref:
12/00353/FUL)
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6.1

7.0

7.1

7.2

8.0

8.1

CONCLUDING STATEMENTS

The programme of ABIR and AWB was successful in its aim of
providing a written, drawn and photographic record of the structures /
deposits encountered ahead of / during development. The section of
boundary wall recorded is likely to be of late 19" Century date with a
partial rebuild of c. late 19" / early 20™ Century date. Foundation
trenching for the replacement wall did not reveal any features or
deposits of archaeological significance and no finds were recovered.
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